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PFC Mission Statement:  

To be a fellowship that God delights 

in and uses to invite people to  

discover new life in Jesus. 

Ministry Corner   

 

REFLECTION FROM BISHOP 

Life on earth as I have known it from my  
youngest childhood memories to know has 
changed suddenly. Change is a constant that 
moves around us and in us all the time,  
however, it is generally at a gradual  
unnoticeable pace until something happens to 
bring it to our attention. In my heart I believe 
that the unseen forces of darkness have made 
a strategic move against both the blind minds 
(2 Cor. 4:3-4) and the children of the Light  
(1 Thess. 5:5). However, there is no plot or plan 
executed by Satan that God’s will has not  
already calculated and predetermined the good 
for His people before the foundation of the 

world (Eph. 1:4). 

During this time I have become more focused 
and determined to align with God’s will as  
documented in the Holy Scripture as never 
before. I have taken the position of getting in 
the presence of GOD for wisdom and direction 
in this challenging time, when so many are 
hurting. My primary concern is not with the 
principalities (governments), the rulers of the 
darkness of this world or the spiritual  
wickedness in high places because they are 
going to do what they do. I pray for those who 
are in our government at all levels and those 

around the world who are fighting for the good.  

In this time as seekers, saints and backsliders 
we should be very concerned about the state of 
our souls (Matt.  16:25-27), regardless of which 
category an honest assessment places us in. It 
is soul searching and word searching time for 
all of us. It is not the time to fear, but to the 
seize opportunity. It’s time to return to the  
basics of the gospel of Yeshua. As the pastor of 
PFC I would encourage you to write down what 

you plan to focus on for the remainder of this  

 

 

year in order to get closer to God (James 4:8). 
Accordingly, I will lead by example in sharing 
my three areas of focus for this time. You may 
have more than three but I encourage to the 
keep it simple:  

 
1)  Making sure that God is number one in my 
life and that my life is clean before him, and that 
any sin is being addressed by the blood of  
Yeshua through daily repentance and  
forgiveness towards self and others as  

required.  

 
2) Insure that I am walking in the love of God 
toward my family and the saints; walking out 
and teaching the scriptures accurately to His 
people, because the word of God is life and 

souls have eternal value.  

 
3) That PFC would be fellowship of love and 
order that God delights in and uses to save 

many souls, which starts at the top.  

Be honest with yourself and God, and watch 
Him work!   

             ~Bishop AZ Jones , Jr. 

PFC Ministerial  

Leadership 

 

Pastor: Bishop AZ Jones, Jr. 

Founder & Advisor:  

Suff. Bishop Emeritus AZ Jones, Sr. 
 

Assistant Pastors: 

Elder David McGee 

Elderess Kimberly Jones   

Elder Quinton Rogers—Youth Pastor    

Associate Ministers:     

Minister Cynthia Harris 

Evangelist Tonya Craig  

Minister Tamika Rhodes 

Minister LaShawna Rhodes 

Jesus Says 

I am above all things: your problems, your pain, 
and the swirling events in this ever-changing 
world. When you behold My Face, you rise above 
circumstances and rest with me and heavenly 
realms. This is the way of peace, living in the light 

of My Presence.  

I guarantee that you will always have problems in 
this life, but they must not become your focus. 
When you feel yourself sinking in the sea of  
circumstances, say, “Help me Jesus!” and I will 
draw you back to me. If you have to say that 
thousands of times daily, don’t be discouraged. I 
know your weakness, and I meet you in that very 
place.  
 

  Ephesians 2:6. Matthew 14:28-32 

Source: Young, Sarah. Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence. Thomas Nelson, 2004. 

God is our refuge and 
strength, 

A very present help in  
trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear 
~Psalms 46: 1-2a~ 



Be Alert to the devil, but Don’t Be Intimidated by him  
 

Learn to recognize his stench. Since he comes to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10), wherever you see heists, 
death, and destruction, turn to God in prayer. Since his name means “divider,” wherever you see divorce,  
rejection, and isolation, you know the culprit. Go immediately to Scripture. Stand on the promises of God regarding 
Satan:  
 
The God who brings peace will soon defeat Satan and give you power over him. (Romans 16:20)  
   
God’s Spirit, who is in you, is greater than the devil, who is in the world. (1 John 4:4)  
 
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. (1 Corinthians 10:13)  
 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7)  
 
[The devil] is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short. (Revelation 12:12)  
 
Put on God’s full armor . . . with the belt of truth tied around your waist and the protection of right living on your 
chest. On your feet wear the Good News of peace to help you stand strong. And also use the shield of faith with 
which you can stop all the burning arrows of the Evil One. (Ephesians 6:13–16)   
 

                                              Source:  Lucado, Max. Unshakable Hope: Building Our Lives on the Promises of God,. Thomas Nelson, 2018.  

Ministry In Motion May Health Awareness Highlights:   

Suicide Awareness  

 

Suicide is a major public health concern. Over 47,000 people died by suicide in the United States in 2017.  According to the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC), it is the 10th leading cause of death overall. Suicide is complicated and tragic, but it is often preventable. Suicide does not discriminate. People of all 
genders, ages, and ethnicities can be at risk. Suicidal behavior is complex, and there is no single cause. Many different factors contribute to someone  

making a suicide attempt. But people most at risk tend to share specific characteristics. The main risk factors for suicide are: 

*Depression, other mental disorders, or substance abuse disorder     *Chronic pain 
*A prior suicide attempt                *Family history of a mental disorder or substance abuse 
*Family history of suicide               *Family violence, including physical or sexual abuse 
*Having guns or other firearms in the home           *Having recently been released from prison or jail 
 

Knowing the warning signs for suicide and how to get help can help save lives.  Some signs are: 

*Talking about wanting to die or wanting to kill themselves        *Talking about feeling empty, hopeless, or having no reason to live 
*Talking about feeling trapped or feeling that there are no solutions      *Feeling unbearable pain (emotional pain or physical pain) 
*Talking about being a burden to others             *Showing rage or talking about seeking revenge 
*Taking great risks that could lead to death, such as driving extremely fast    *Talking or thinking about death often 
*Giving away important possessions             *Saying goodbye to friends and family 
*Putting affairs in order, making a will 

If these warning signs apply to you or someone you know, get help as soon as possible, particularly if the behavior is new or has increased  
recently. 
 
Here are five steps you can take to #BeThe1To help someone in emotional pain: 

ASK: “Are you thinking about killing yourself?” It’s not an easy question, but studies show that asking at-risk individuals if they are suicidal does not increase 
suicides or suicidal thoughts. 
KEEP THEM SAFE: Reducing a suicidal person’s access to highly lethal items or places is an important part of suicide prevention. While this is not always 
easy, asking if the at-risk person has a plan and removing or disabling the lethal means can make a difference. 
BE THERE: Listen carefully and learn what the individual is thinking and feeling. Research suggests acknowledging and talking about suicide may reduce 
rather than increase suicidal thoughts. 
HELP THEM CONNECT: Save the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline’s (1-800-273-TALK (8255)) and the Crisis Text Line’s number (741741) in your 
phone, so it’s there when you need it. The deaf and hard of hearing can contact the Lifeline via TTY at 1-800-799-4889. All calls are free and confidential.  
You can also help make a connection with a trusted individual like a family member, friend, spiritual advisor, or mental health professional.  Always dial 911 
in an emergency! 
STAY CONNECTED: Staying in touch after a crisis or after being discharged from care can make a difference. Studies have shown the number of suicide 
deaths goes down when someone follows up with the at-risk person. 
                                   Source: nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/suicide-prevention/index.shtml 

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide.shtml#part_154968
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/5-action-steps-for-helping-someone-in-emotional-pain/index.shtml
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15811983
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24998511


May 

Sunday School  

Lessons 

The Living Word Series:  

Sharing His Mission 

 

May 3: In Remembrance of Me 

Lesson Text: Mark 14:17-26;  
I Corinthians 11:23-26 

Focus Thought: We must keep in our  
remembrance the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 
 
May 10: Watch and Pray 

Lesson Text: Matthew 26:36-46 

Focus Thought: As disciples of Jesus Christ, we 
must watch and pray so we do not enter  
temptation. 
 

May 17: Made Free 

Lesson Text: John 19:28-30; Romans 6:17-23 

Focus Thought: Jesus died for us so we could 
live free from the penalty of sin. 
 

May 24: Power of the Resurrection 

Lesson Text: Luke 24:1-12; I Peter 1:3-5 

Focus Thought: We can have new life because 
Jesus rose from the dead. 
 
May 31: Sharing His Mission 

Lesson Text: Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-16; 
Luke 24:46-47; Acts 1:8 

Focus Thought: As disciples of Jesus Christ, we 
are commanded to share the gospel message 
with everyone. 

 

Have anything you’d like to see in the 

newsletter? Suggestions welcome!   

Please see Sister Stephanie Long or 

Sister Stacey Brooks or email:  

s-mlong@comcast.net or 

sfields1120@gmail.com.  

How to Live the Bible—Character Matters  

There is a story of a shepherd named Gyges who found a magic gold ring which had the power to turn him 
invisible. He discovered its power quite by accident when he was sitting with some fellow shepherds and  
twisted the ring so that its bezel was to the inside of his hand. Twisting it back again, he re-appeared. Then 
human nature took over. Gyges realized that with this power he could go anywhere and do  
anything, and so he moved into the royal court, seduced the queen, attacked and murdered the king, and took 
over the throne.  

When Plato the Greek philosopher wrote of this fable in The Republic he was  
making a simple point: we would quickly discover the true character of a  
person if that person had the power to turn invisible. We find out what kind of  
people we are, in other words, by noticing how we behave when no one else can 
see us. 

The word “character” goes back to the word for a stamp which leaves an imprint, like the dies used to make 
coins. Your character is the very shape of your inner life (your thoughts, motives, values, impulses, responses), 
which is revealed in the shape of your outer life (your actions, behaviors, speech, relationships). And then this 
sobering thought: the shape of your character may be stamped on someone else’s character, for good or for ill. 
Is character an issue for public leaders, or athletic heroes or parents? How can it not be? 

Your character is never defined by one or two significant righteous deeds or one or two failings. It is the pattern 
of your life that is the shape or the imprint of your life. 

It is ironic, isn’t it, that at someone’s funeral (when he or she really is invisible!), his or her character is often 
revealed. Now I’ve officiated at enough funerals to know that people tend to polish the halo of the deceased, 
and perhaps that’s a natural way of giving someone else the benefit of the doubt (especially when his or her 
last chance is up). But in and through all the conversations, in the eulogies and the  
sympathy cards, there is an unveiling of character. The form, the shape, of a life is revealed. 

What does “good character” look like? Here is a fine list of character qualities for any person living anywhere in 
the world at any time: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness,  
faithfulness, self-control. These are what the Bible calls “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 
5:22-23), and they describe a Christ-like life. 

I remember a moment years ago in my office when a troubled husband and wife poured out 
the  frustrations and bitterness in their marriage. They couldn’t say what they were hoping 
for marriage to be, but it certainly wasn’t this! So I asked them: “How would you feel  

differently about your marriage today if you could use these kinds of words to describe it: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control?” They seemed almost stunned, and in a 
hushed voice, the wife said: “If we had those things, there’s nothing else we would ask for.” I told them that 
these were the qualities the Bible calls “the fruit of the Spirit,” (I had an inkling that these were brand new  
spiritual ideas to them), and that “fruit” meant the final result, the spectacular gift, which comes from the  
presence of God’s Spirit in our lives. 

There are many ways of describing Christ-likeness. (A superb description comes from the Gospel of 
John which says Jesus was full of grace and truth.) But I wonder, if any of us had spent a month with Jesus, or 
a week, or even a day, might we not say that we witnessed in his character love, joy, peace, patience,  
kindness…?  
                  Source: biblegateway.com/blog/2020/04/how-to-live-the-bible-character-matters/?utm 
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Household Hazardous Waste Disposal  

Many household products you use to clean your kitchen and bathroom, maintain your car and home, and 
control animals and insects contain hazardous materials. If a container has the words caution, warning,  
danger or poison on the label and still has product inside, it does not belong in the trash. Use Ramsey 
County's free household hazardous waste collection sites for safe disposal. 
   
Year-round Collection site: Bay West, 5 Empire Dr, Saint Paul  
 
April - November  
Tuesday - Friday: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.        
 
For more information, visit the Ramsey County website at www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-

waste/collection-sites/household-hazardous-waste  

December - March 

Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

https://biblegateway.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=03640&p=1172374&utm_source=bg&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=bookpromo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NIV;NKJV;NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NIV;NKJV;NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/plus/?utm_source=bg&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=bgplus
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NIV;NKJV;NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NIV;NKJV;NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=NIV;NKJV;NET
http://arcg.is/2q85I7n
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-waste/collection-sites/household-hazardous-waste
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-waste/collection-sites/household-hazardous-waste

